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‘Government committed to good government principles,’ Chief Minister tells London 

meeting 
 
The Chief Minister, the Hon Fabian Picardo, has told the Joint Ministerial Council of the 
Overseas Territories that HM Government of Gibraltar is committed to the principles of 
good Government and that this is reflected in the manifesto commitments and policies that 
are being implemented in Gibraltar. 
 
Mr Picardo was invited to lead the discussion on "Working together for better Government" 
in response to the contribution from the Attorney General of England and Wales, Dominic 
Grieve QC MP. The session was chaired by the Minister for the Overseas Territories, Mark 
Simmonds MP. 
 
The Chief Minister outlined the many improvements that had been made in Gibraltar since 
the GSLP/Liberals came to office. Mr Picardo explained how there was now more 
information in the public domain than ever before.  
 
He explained that this had been achieved through the publication of official statistics online 
and more frequent, monthly, meetings of Parliament which is the mechanism through 
which Government is held to account. The Constitution provides for a minimum of three 
meetings a year or two in an election year. In 2012 alone there have been nine meetings 
so far and there will be ten this year - the total there would have been in a whole 
Parliament before. 
 
The Chief Minister also explained that the Development and Planning Commission and the 
Board of the Gibraltar Health Authority now both meet in public. He told delegates that 
there was now legislation in place to protect Whistleblowers, that a Citizens’ Charter had 
been introduced and a Freedom of Information Act is in the pipeline. A 20 year rule has 
been applied for access to official documents which compares to the 30 year rule in UK. 
 
The Chief Minister, who is attending the conference with the Deputy Chief Minister, Dr 
Joseph Garcia MP, the Chief Secretary Ernest Gomez and UK Representative Albert 
Poggio, returns to Gibraltar tomorrow, Thursday. 
 
 


